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Rom. xi. . 


EL Bebold therefore the goodneſs and 
| ſeverity of God; on them which 
Fell ſeverity, Js towards. thee 
goodneſs, if” thou continue in his 


* e . al) 0 Halt 
be cut of. Tn 


; Jie T. Paul writing to othe 1 7 
EN e of Rome, uſefully warns it a= 
V) NO gainſt the danger of ſchiſm; _ 
* 5 leſt it ſhould be cut off a 
from the unity and com- 
1 munion of the true church. 
| He inforces this warning by conſiderations, 
| equally reaſonable, and perſuaſive. He ſots 
| before them, the then preſent ſtate of the 
| Jewiſh church, God's antient people, who 
were cut off na the privileges of God's 
| church, by their unbelief. He 3 
| ” t elr 


- gr" * *. . 
tt 


E AY 


. Heathen, and idolatrous nations, were re- 


deſerw'd an attentive obſervation, a careful 


highly favour'd by him for fo long a time? 


| Juſtice? Other churches ought wiſely to con- 


>”. > Worn apoſtle's reaſoning : Well; becauſe if 
Aunbelief they were broken off, and thou ſtand. 


they carefully watch againſt a proud con- 
cCeit of themſelves, and an uncharitable con- 
tempt of others, apprehenſive, they may 
. privileges of the true church, as 


5 hall fall into a like ſtate of apoſtacy. I 
Sad caſt off his antient people for bei- 
Auulhnbelief, the Roman church, to which the 


1 


their own happinck, who from among the 


ceived into God's church, and had obtain d 

thereby an intereſt in all the bleflin of ©. 
God's peculiar people. Theſe were inſt 
ces. both of goodneſs and ſeverity, which 


= 5 


and wiſe improvement. Did God rejet |} 1 


the brat and caſt off his own people, 
which had been his only church, and fo 


Did God give ſuch an inſtance of ſevere 


fider, why this church was cut off, and how 


: they themſelves ſtand ; they ought to ob- E 


% by faith ; be not high minded, but fear“ 
ey ought to learn this wiſdom; that 


the Fews had done before them, if they 


_ apoſtle writes, had juſt reaſon to fear, if i 
ſhould apoſtatize from the Chriſtian faith 
1 if it . renounce obedience to * 

. us 


171 


* and to his 


Foſpel, the rule 
af his religion, i alſo ſhould be 5 


cut off 


communion and privileges. of the true 


2 : rejected the promiſed Meſſiah, when he 


intimating, that church was not free from 


times, to ſupport her pretence to the pre- 


[8] 


| W of God's ſeverity, cut off from the 


church, by unbelief, becauſe ſhe followed 
the tradition. of her doors, and their falſe 
Interpretations of the ſcripture ; and having 
falkifed the true meaning of the propheſies, 


came, ſhe was cut off, for that unbe- 4 


5 lief. 


2. We are to bene, this warning s 
: rt in particular to the church of Rome, 


the danger of ſchiſm, or being cut off from WM ; 
the privileges of the true church, as the WF 1, 
Jewiſh church now was. One would think | 
the apoſtle had foreſeen how the church of alf 
Rome would wreſt the ſcriptures in after. 


rogative of an unerring, infallible, and in- 
defectible church, and had therefore wiſeh i 
put in this caution againſt it before-hand Met, 
Here the church of Rome, in its beſt and Wa 
pureſt ſtate, is directed to behold the ſec cent i 
rity of God, towards the Jewiſh church, Mh 
a warning to take heed, leſt by a like 
apoſtacy from the faith and obedience 0 
the true church, ſhe her ſelf ſhould alſo ir 
cut off, Does the apoſtle here ſuppoſe the 


church of Rome could never fail? 1 H. | 
cou 


1. 
could never be in danger of loſing the pri- 
vileges of the true church? Does the apo- 


| neceſſarily be ever pure, and holy in 


| « And therefore always free from any 
| « pernicipus errors?“ When on the con- 


ſtle ſuppoſe the church of Rome muſt 


| « her doctrines, and terms of communion ? 


| trary the apoſtle ſuppoſes, that the church 
of Rome has no ſuch prerogative above 

| other churches ; that ſhe ought not to de- 

| pend on any ſuch groundleſs and falſe 
| hopes 3 that ſhe ſtands in need of this 
warning as much as any other church: 
if ſhe ſhall diſregard it, and not continue 
in the faith, and obedience of the goſpel, 
© ſhe will not continue in the goodneſs of 


Cod, and the church of Rome itſelf ſhall 


| 3. We are here alſo to obſerve, the great 
danger of ſchiſm, as it cuts off from the 
Ecommunion and privileges of the true 
church. The apoſtle's folemn and awful 
Warning to the church of Rome, does evi- 
Kently mean this. Schiſm, real ſchiſm, 
Eyhich cuts off from the communion of the 
tue church, muſt deprive men of the hopes, 
privileges and bleſſings, which the true 
Ciurch of God enjoys, in God's peculiar 
your and grace, according to his promiſes 
RR Coen. 
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communion of the true church of God, we 


SE ſtians to know when they continue in the 


fu}. 
and covenant : While we continue in the 
continue in the goodneſs of God, in hi 
_ peculiar favour : but when we are cut off 
from the communion of the true church, 
we muſt fall from that ſtate bf favour 
which God has promiſed to his church 
as a people peculiarly conſecrated to hi 
_ ſervice, and entitled to peculiar marks d 
bis protection and grace. 
The ſubject then I am to aiſtvurl upon, 


from theſe words, is of great importance in 
itſelf; as it nearly concerns all Chr. 


= 
IS * 
3 


goodneſs of God, and when they are cu 

off from the communion of the true church, 

and loſe their right to the Ea an 

bleſſings of it. 2) 

It is farther of importance, as it make 
4 conſiderable part of the controverſy be- | 
tween the church of Rome and Proteſtants; 
a ſubject which the Papiſts have manage 

Wich art and ſubtilty; ſo as often to im- 

poſe upon the injudicious, and terrify the 
weak, and ſometimes to prevail upon pe- 

_ ſons of better underſtanding and Judg: 

ment. The great Chillingworth owns, * | 
« He had been ſometimes himſelf abuſcd 
„ by this fallacy, and known any other 


eta 
. pod 


"Tad. 
r ſouls ſeduced, not only from their 
. « own church and religion, "But to ad 


© cc by it. 


of the church of Rome be juſt and neceſ- 


coeeſſary; and whether therefore all the guilt 
© of ſchiſm and evil effects of it are not 
q | juſtly chargeable on thoſe principles of the 
Rm: church, which made the ſeparation 
: E Proteſtants from the Roman commu- 
ba nion n for their own reforma- 
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4 1 hall endeavour to give you ſuch a view 
I | of this argument, as I hope will be intel- 


I © by all Proteſtants. 


Hg 
Wn 
< a 4 


the guilt and danger of 1 it. 


church of Rome as {chiſmatical, 


= The queſtion then it is my province 66 
1 © conſider is this, Whether the ſeparation of 
E Proteſtants from the external communion 


© ligible and convincing, and upon ſuch prin- 
3 | ciples as are Se receiv'd and owned 5 


I. I ſhall briefly ſtate the true nature of 
ſchiſm, which may alſo ſerve to ſhew 


ws mn. Ian 


I. Ithall 7 an what SR Proteſiants 3 
have to charge the principles of the 
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Wii I ſhall en the Fa and fl 
lacy of thoſe arguments, by which 
the church of Rome attempts to vind. 
=. cate her ſelf from this charge « 
= : ſchiſm, and to charge the Proteſtan 
| ES £ reformation with it. 7 


1 


1 FE am PR] to fine the true natur 
0 ſchiſm, which may alſo ſerve to  ſhey 
the guilt and danger of it. ©: - 
Schiſm in general means ſome conte: 
tion, diviſion, or diſunion in bodies whid 
ought to be united. schiſm in religion 
matters 1s pretty much the ſame as fei 
tion and rebellion are in civil matters; < 
that ſchiſm, ſays a memorable author, * «1 
"uy eccleſiaſtical edition, as ſedition i 
e lay chim. 

Ihe Chriſtian church is 3 reps 
© ſented as one body, or a ſociety, incorport 
by the charter of the goſpel, under Jen 
Chriſt as ſupreme head and governor : Ani 

dlkes all true Chriſtians are made membe 
of this one body, they muſt alſo be mem. rule 

bers one of another. The unity of t 
8 Chriſtian church will then come ander 


N . 5 Fg 1 * kal, Trad. 194. | 
Foy | dou 


a — R 8 * * ; 
Re CE Cate 
* 


TL. 13] 
double notion: the unity of this religious 
= ſociety with Chriſt as the head of it; and 


3 body, by one fþirif, as they receive one 


2 


when we profeſs this faith in ſincerity, 


i 
. 


les of Chriſt's goſpel ; we then believe 
_ bw V the heart unto righteouſneſs, and make 
confeſion with the mouth unto ſalvation.— 


F Rom. x. 10. 


Then 


& * Epheſ, iv, 4, Sc. 


= the unity of the ſeveral members of it 
= with each other, as members of the ſame 
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governor. All Chriſtians become one 


Lord, profeſs one faith, are conſecrated by 
| | one baptiſm, to the ſervice and worſhip g 
of the one God and father of all, as they 
ue called in one hope of their calling.“ 
When then we ſincerely believe in Chriſt 
Jeſus the Lord and receive him as God's 
= Anointed, whom he has ſanctified to fave 
| us from our fins, and whom he has in. 
veſted with ſupreme power and authority, 
s head over all things to the church : 


when we aim with an upright heart, to 
make good this profeſſion in all things 
b obedience to the directions, orders, and 
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preme head and governor ; we thereby 1 
parate ourſelves from this unity of his body, 


[14] 

Then we are, according to the goſpel of 
_ Chriſt, which i is the charter of his church, 
received into it, and have a right by it, 
to all the privileges, bleſſings, and grace 
promisd to God's peculiar and favour'd 
people. This is the unity and commu- 
nion of the true Catholick church, which 
is not improperly call'd the internal com- 
munion of the inviſible church. 

Hhut if we continue not in this faith, and 
_ obedience of the goſpel of Chriſt ; if we re- 
fuſe to walk in Chriſt Feſus the Lord, as we 
babe received him; if we virtually re- 
nounce our allegiance to him, as our ſu- 


and are ſeparated from this internal com- 
munion of the inviſible church: We con- 
tinue not in the goodneſs of God, and in 
huis favour, but forfeit all right to the 
bleſſings which the charter of Chriſt's goſ- 
pel has made the peculiar privileges of his 
church. This is a behaviour truly ſchiſma- W 
tical, and ſo contrary to all the obligations Pol 
and duty of a Chriſtian, expreſſes ſo high ed 
diſobedience to Chriſt and his goſpel, that WF all ; 
it muſt be eſteem'd a ſin of moſt dent p 
tous conſequence. ” 1 


3 We 


Coloſſ. v. 6. 
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, We are further to obſerve, there © * 
ber unity of the Chriſtian church, 


whereby the members of it are united to 
each other. Love and charity are eſſential 
precepts of true religion; Chr 1ſt has made 
the love of Chriſtians to each other the 
diſtinguiſhing character of h is diſciples ; 


this is that bond of perfeFneſs, by Which 
the ſeveral members of the Chri ſtian church 
are molt perfectly united to ea ch other, 

An unity of opinion in all poit its, an uni- 


fern practice in all things, an union of go- = 
vernment under one univerſal head of the 


church, as vicar of Chriſt upon earth, can- 
not be neceſſary to the union ot all Chri- 
| ſtians among themſelves. The wiſdom of 


| God never made that neceſſary, which the 
| nature of things, and conſtant experience 
| of the world, ſhew to be impra#icable. 
| That all Chriſtians then ſhould agree in 
points uncertain and doubtful, or be uni- 
ted in ſubmiſſion to an authority without 
all reaſon, and againſt many evident and 
| important reaſons, can never be the bond 
of Catholick communion, can never be 
| that perfe& bond of unity which is able to 
| unite al}. true Chriſtians 8 them- 


kes. 


* 


: uy promoted. It muſt be then a very great 


diſorder and evils that ſeldom fail to fol- 


guilty of a very grieyous fin: a fin 6 


[16] 
But oll Chriſtians may be united in 
affection and brotherly love: theſe are du- 
ties certainly required of every Chriſtian ; 
theſe are proper means by which the peace, 
the honour, the perfection of the Chriſtian 
church, as a religious ſociety, will be great- 


| Chriſtian duty, an important part of obe- 
dience to the Chriſtian faith, to keep this 
unity of the fpirit in the bond of peace, All 
therefore, who from pride and ambition, 
from covetouſneſs and private intereſt, from 
envy or revenge, from angry paſſion or 
unſociable temper, ſhall be the uncharitable 
cauſe of contentions and diviſions in the 


Chriſtian church, and bring upon it all the 
low ſuch uncharitable diviſions, muſt be 


dangerous to the peace, honour, and per- 
fection of the church, we may well fear 
threatens : a loſs of the privileges of the true 
church. There is great reaſon to fear that 
Chriſt, the true head of the church, wil 
RS 4 them as aliens and ſtrangers to tit 
Covenant of promiſe, who will not walk it 
pve as fellow-citizens with the ſaints. Ui. 
Charitable contentions and diviſions ſcen fn 
to have run their full length. When Chi- 
ſtians ſhall refuſe to join with each othe 
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1 71 
; Ft pping the one God and p ather of 
F them all, or in the ſervice of the one Lord, 
their common Saviour and head; when | 
| they ſhall excommunicate and anathematize 
each other; when Chriſtians ſhall come to 
2 ſo high a degree of uncharitableneſs as to 
© hate their fellow Chriſtians more heartily 
than they Jove their God and Saviour, than 
| they regard the peace, the honour, or the 
E happineſs of their church; then ſure they _ 
re juſtly chargeable with the guilt of 
chim. They have reaſon to fear all the 
3 Levis that follow upon it, the righteous 
1 © of ſo great, to grievous a ſin. 
A OD, 


Wis To OR} 1 as Proteſtaiile 


Chiſmatical, ſo that the great danger of 
ſchiſm will be found in the communion of 


Plain and fure truth, * „ The ſchiſm is 
WB theirs, whoſe the cauſe of it is; and he 
I makes the ſeparation, that gave the firſt 

W juſt cauſe of it; not he that makes an 
actual ſeparation, upon a juſt cauſe firſt 

F Swen.“ Or, T- * > culpable breach of 
1 Ee = HG 3 eee 
* Archbiſhop * againſt 7 ger, $ 3. 21. N. 6. p. 92. 
Nala, on Schilm, p. 568. „„ 


. 
4 


have to charge the principles of Popery as 


dhe Roman church, and not in the commu- 
ion of the Reformed churches. It is a 


ciples of Popery are ſchiſmatical may be 
brought to this plain iſſue: Whether the 
church of Rome impoſing the profeſſion 


on perſons, who could not profeſs and 


_ themſelves off from the communion of the 
true church with Chriſt the head, and 


excommunicating and cutting off from he: 
communion all who refuſe to comply with 
her corruptions, is not the real cauſe of 1 


Chriſt? To make — this "_ I woul 
obſerve, FE 


„„ 


1 and practice of great errors, and 
dangerous corruptions. It is not my pro 
vince to conſider theſe errors and corny: 


conſidered them already, and proved them 
on the church of Rome with full evidence 


[ 18 2. 


« the church's unity is, what is proper. 


« ly meant by the true nature of ſchiſm,” IM « 


The queſtion then, whether the prin- 
and practice of great errors and corruptions 
practiſe them without danger of cutting 


without damnable fin, and yet uncharitabh 
very grievous ſchiſm in the church df 
4; The church o Rome requires the pro 


tions in particular; ſeveral able hands har ons 


and I hope to your full ſatisfaction. It wil 
be ſufficient for our preſent purpoſe to ob. 
ſerve, that the Popiſh doctrine of infall-W 
| bility has taken away the very a uy 


2 2 


T9] 
; | of Chriſtian faith, together with all autho- 
| rity of the word of God, which only can 
be the foundation of a Sivine faith ; and 
| really leaves no foundation for the Gor 
| the Chriſtian church, but the authority of 
| fallible men. The church of Rome, by 
taking away the uſe of the ſcriptures from 
the common people, hath taken away the 
key of knowledge; and by directing the 


ers, will not permit men to worſhip God 
| with underſtanding. By the doctrines of 

abſolution and purgatory, the Roman 
church teaches men a way, how they may 
hope for the falvation of God at the laſt, 
F though they live in ſin, nay even though 
they die in their ſins. The doctrines of 
this church aſcribe ſuch power and autho- 
iy to the Pope, as leave no power, no 
J authority to Chriſt himſelf: in virtue of 
this uſurped authority, the church of Rome 


bons of Chriſt, and makes them of as 
z binding obligation as his; aſſumes a power 
V ſet aſide and over rule them, and even 
Wo make decrees in direct contradiction to 
| briſt's own expreſs conſtitutions. T hey 
Wave thus taken away one half of the WM. 
Fament of the Lord's Supper, with an ex- 
© notwithflanding to the allowed inſti. 

i 8 tution 


b © uſe of an auknown tongue in their pray= _ 


adds her own conſtitutions to the inſtitu- _ 


| | of God. 


8 corruptions neceſſary term, of her £01141! 


[1] 
tution of the cup; they how chang'd the 
other half from one of the plaineſt rites 
in the world, into a doctrine full of all 
manner of abſurdity and contradiction ; a; 1 
if they thought themſelves at full liberty 
to deprive men of reaſon and of common Me | 
ſenſe, as well as of faith. - Beſides the in. 
finite ſuperſtitions they have introduced in 
room of the moſt reaſonable ſervice, they 
have brought their whole worſhip, on ma. 
ny accounts, into great danger of plain ids. 
latry, in the worſhip of angels and faint; 
of bread, and the relicks of dead mes 
and even of images, againſt which there i 
ſo full and i a e in the lay 


. 80 It is $$ 2 to hes he 4 7 2 hi 
man church has made all theſe errors ani 


She has bound them on the faith and pr 
Rice of every one of her members, by le 
full authority, and by the ſolemn deciſion 
of her general councils. Theſe errors au 
corruptions are incorporated into the mu 
ſolemn acts of worſhip, and the mem ba. 
of the Roman church are obliged to ahn 
them as well as to % them. There i WM 
remarkable decree of the council of Tu 
to inis purpoſe, with * to all the cu. | 
1 8 upto 3 


n. 


1 22 1 

ruptions of their pretended ſeven faera- 
ments: If any one ſhall fay that Chriſt 
did not inſtitute all the facraments of the 
new law, or that they are more or leſs 
(than ſeven, or that any one of the ſe- 

ven is not truly and properly a facra- 

ment, let him be anathema.” * So they 
E require © a full approbation of all the re- 
ceivd and approved rites the church is 

E < accuſtomed to uſe in the folemn admi- 
a niſtration of them.” Thus the Roman 

church has taken effectual care, that every 
one muſt have communion with her in her 
Z errors and corruptions, or have no commu- 
nion with her at all. Pope car get VIII. 
B e declared, e that i 


= * 81 "WP dixerit fremments x novæ 3 non fuiſſe om 
dia à Jeſu Chriſto domino noſtro inftituta, aut eſſe plura vel 
pauciora quam ſeptem, videlicet, Baptiſmum, Confirma- 
tionem, Euchariſtiam, Penitentiam, Extremam Unctionem, 
Ordinem, & Matrimonium, aut etiam aliquod horum ſep- 
em non eſſe vere & proprie ſacramentum, anathema lit. 
— nt. 8. 25 3 rv, I 547. Can. 1. 


_m_ ritus in ſolemni ſacramentorum adminiſtratione ad- 
1 luberi conſuetos, aut contemni, aut ſine peccato a miniſtris 
i 3 pro libito omitti, aut in novos alios per quemcunque ec- | 

cleſarum W mutari po, anathema fit. 15. Can. 13. 


— 


« « obedience 


|: & Si quis dixerit 3 & 3 & ache Ca | 


= e clared by the facred canons and general 


trary thereto, and all hereſies which th 
e church has condemned, rejected, and 


ce obedience to the biſhop of Rome was * | 
IP en neceſſary to falvation. 8 «4 * 


33. It is yet further to bo obſerved, the 
a Roman church impoſes theſe corruption 
with a moſt uncharitable rigor : ſhe ex- 
communicates and anathematizes, and per- 
ſecutes to ruin and deſtruction with a mer- 
cileſs cruelty, all who refuſe a full and in- 
tire ſubmiſſion to them. The creed of 
Pope Pius IV, now in uſ for receiving 
of converts into the Roman church, 
quires, after a profeſſion of the ſeveral 5 
_ Etrines that church teaches in particular 
- this further general profeſſion : „I like- 
e wiſe undoubtedly receive and profeſs al 
© other things delivered, defined, and de. 


e councils, and particularly by the hoj 
* council of Trent; and I condemn, re 
4 je, and anathematize all things con 


c anathematized. I do, at this preſent 
+ 8 _ Nur Profen.- and oy hold thi 


* 


4 Paoli ſubeſſe Romano ns WY} omni 5 creme 
r= (or omnem humanam creaturam, as others read i. * 
_ claramus, dicimus, definimus, & pronunciamus, Omni 
eſſe de neceſſitate falutis. Bonifacius act. Extravag. Cu. 
Tit. viii. c. 1. 4 maporitate & obedientia. 

| | e 


n 
= « true Catholick faith, without which no 
one can be faved”” 3 
So uncharitable are the principles of Po- 
pery; they paſs a ſentence of excommu- : 

© nication and damnation againſt all who 

© will not ſubmit to their dangerous corrup- 
tions; and the Roman church requires all 
the members of her communion, to receive 
choſe uncharitable principles as a part of 

E- their religion, and to join with them in 
their curſes and anathema's, as well as in 
r, 


. REY: 
>) 


4. The Roman church moſt uncharitably _ 
impoſes the profeſſion and practice of their 
errors and corruptions on perſons, who can- 
dot profeſs and practice them, without ma- 
nifeſt danger of cutting themſelves off from 8 
the communion of the true church with 
Chriſt the head, and without damnable oy. - 
Had their errors and corruptions been of 


Ethan they really are; yet perſons who knew 
them to be errors, who were fully convin- 
ted in conſcience they were corruptions, 
tould not profeſs to believe them, could = 

pot practiſe them without plain hypocri- 


and evident falſhood, which are incon- 
tent with the faith and obedience of the 
oſpel of Chriſt,” and are in themſelves 
nt damnable 


3 . 
1 
4 


much leſs evil and dangerous conſequence 


| « will oblige ns to believe any the leaſt or 


e you require the belief of any error among 
A the conditions of your communion, our 


Kupon you for making our ſeparation from 


e neceſſary and unlawful conditions of your 
« communion.” Not therefore to forſake 
tue errors of the Roman church, believing 
them to be errors, or © not to forſake the 


7 enable hypocriſy, ſuppoſing (which you 


[ 24 I 
damnable fins. For, as one well obſerves, 1 
“ God, the eternal truth, neither can nor 


« moſt innocent falſhood, to be a divine 
« truth, that is, to err; nor to profeſs a 
cc known error which i is, to lie: ſo that if 


©. obligation to communicate with you ceal. | 
e eth, and fo the imputation of ſchiſm to 
* vaniſheth into nothing, but lies heavy 


5 « you juſt and neceſſary, by requiring an- 


e practice and profeſſion of them, fays 
_ « the fame great author, had been dam- 


e yainly run away with and take for gran- 
ted, ) that thoſe errors in themſelves were 
not damnable.” + oof acc 
This plain reaſon made it 0 for 
all perſons, who were ſenſible of the errors 
and corruptions of Popery, to ſeparate from 
the external communion of the Roman 
: church, becauſe Theyoound not pofliblycot- 


* 


A: Chilling anſwer to the preface, . 2 22, 
1 Id. Ibid. 
bie 


"228 


tinue in it without falſhood and diſhoneſt 
lying and hypocriſy, which to be ſure 2 


L ren, yet it will not juſtify a poſtive 


4 Las exception. 


43 
„ 
1 


 damnable ſins in themſelves. But 8 
19 and deciſive as this muſt not paß wick. 4 
out ſome diſtinction or exception, that may 

| ſome way darken or perplex it. It is therefore : 
ald, though poſſibly this plea may juſtify 
4 negative ſeparation or eee 8 
i the church of Rome, in things which _ 
| we cannot profeſs and practiſe without 


1 or joining with other ſeparate 
communions, and ſetting up altar againſt 
. A little attention may ſerve I think 
to ſhew the inſufficiency and weakneſs of 


For fitſt, this exception N to allow, 8 
Le the principles of the Roman com- 
munion will not really allow upon an 
ums. Popery condemns negative Ar 
| tion, or non-communion upon every pre- 
| E tence, as much as poſitive ſeparation, or join- 
| Qing with ſeparate communions; for as the 
N ® Chillingworth obſerves, © the condi- 
| » tion of your communion is, that we 
1 muſt profeſs to believe all your doctrines, i 
] * only not to be damnable errors, 
[- rag will not content you) but alſo 
* certain and neceſſary and revealed 
| to pretend that there are errors 
in your church, tho not damnable, is % 


5 5 Hallo 
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him that does fo out of your commu- 


cContrary notwithſtanding. 


. church, ſhould null and make void the chit 


« facto to forſake your « communion, and 
<« to do that which both in your account, 


« and as you think in God's account, puts 


« nion: * ſo that this poor remains firm 
= againſt the real principles of the church of 
| Rome, any thing in this A to the 


Beſides, the worſhip of God i is a firſt and 
= principal duty of the ow of nature and « 
all religion: to worſhip God according t 
the directions of the Chriſtian revelation, 
is a chief duty of Chriſtianity. Is it pdf 
 fible then a doctrine ſo uncertain and doubt: 
ful, fo erroneous and falſe, as the Popei 
ſupreme authority over the whole Chriſtin 


and moſt ſacred obligations of the Chriſtia 
revelation, and the eternal laws of natur! 
religion? Is it poſſible any authority c 
proceed from God, and Chriſt, which ful 
lay an obligation on Chriſtians, not to wot 
| ſhip God according to the Chriſtian ret 
lation, in any other way than ſuch, "A © 
{= 7s oþ they cannot worſhip God . k 
damnable fin : this is in effect to lay e 
obligation on Chriſtians not to wolli 
5 80 a. J, 
Finally, this exception, 1 of mel > 
ing the matter, really makes it worſe. 
this doctrine could be true, that Chriſt 
"IM Chi . wworth”s anſwer to the preface, §. 81. J 


„ 
_— 


reren! 
4 | were not to join in any ſeparate commu- 
nion from the church of Rome to worſhip 


3 with the church of Rome, without dam- 


all. This ſhews the principles of the church 
of Rome moſt highly ſchiſmatical and un- 


charitable. 


mo f 


rue notion of ſchiſm. 


4 bf this queſtion between us and them evi- 


Went and plain, by the numerous and im- 


1 ortant errors and corruptions of their com- 


nion, by the obſtinate, rigorous and un- 


1 Puritable > ooo W which * unpoſe 
em. 


be: We a are- Ser to W MES) is one 


5 r 
£4 1 $M . 
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i error of Papery, a Principal founda- | 


2 „„ 


3 God, tho they cannot have communion 


nable fin ; - this would put them under a 

neceſſity of ſinning either way; either by 

E worſhipping God in the church of Rome, 
a er by not worſhipping God as Chriſtians at 

f 


They lay men of ciifetice and 3 5 
if they are to follow this doctrine, under 
hard neceſſity of ſinning which way 
ever they act. They neither permit men 

Jof conſcience to have communion with 
Wtheir church, nor ſuffer them to have com- 
munion with any other part of the Chriſtian 
church throughout the whole world: this 

ul ppears in the higheſt ſenſe a culpable | 

F Peach of the church's Wy; which 1 1s the 


If then the guilt of him i is chargeable 
pon thoſe who are the cauſe of it; Papiſts 
* taken great care to make the deciſion 


of the Roman church are very important, 
4 2 as greatly affect the faith, the worſhip, 


ing of every law of Chriſt, and thereby to 
make it mean whatſoever he will, and on 


rectly ſchiſmatical in the moſt dangerous 
ſenſe, as it breaks the unity and commu- 
nion of the church with Chriſt the true 


rſceflary points. But this great error! 
am ſpeaking of, this fundamental corrup- 
tion, as I may call it, of the Roman church, 
” virtually denying Chrif Feſus the head, and 
renouncing allegiance to bim: that power and 
authority which the Pope claims as Chriſt 
pretended vicar is ſubverſive of all Chriſt 
own authority, as lawgiyer and head of hi 
church. For the Pope claims and exerciſe 
i power to make what new laws he pleaſes 
to give an authoritative interpretation of al 


[3] 


tion of its other corruptions, ; is di- 


head of it. Many particular corruptions 


the practice of Chriſtianity and true 
re} Frion in many of the chief and more 


a 
<A 
2 


ſcripture, and fo deciſively fix the mea 


occaſion to alter and change the laws d 
Chriſt: as he ſhall ſee fit, even with a * 1 


| obſtant | CC 

* 1 Chriſtus poſt cœenam inſtituerit & ſuis diſcipuß w. 
adminiſtraverit, ſub utraque ſpecie panis & vini hoc ven: 
bile facramentum, tamen hoc non obtante ſucroruin canonun 
authoritas & approbata conſuetudo eccleſiæ ſervavit & f. 
vat, quod hujuſmodi ſacramentum non conficiatur peg 
ccnam, nec ſumatur a a non jejunis----quod a conficientibe 
ſub utraque ſpecie, & a laicis tantummodo ſub ſpecie pa 
ſuſcipiatur.— Item præcipimus ſub pœna excommunication 
quod nullus presbyter communicet ALTER ſub utraque 0 
cie panis 8 Vini. Concil. Conflane: 9 1 


[29] 


tions. This is a claim of power to ſet aſide 


can reach, it does actually depoſe him an 


ſcipuls 
ener 
nonun 
& bet 
, pol 
entidt 
e pa 
ation 
que i 


| would frighten Proteſtants with the appre- 


| © incenſe Geod-—that no reformation can 
1 7 be ſo 1 © 5 php as the fin of ſchiſm is 
| _ #8 perni- 
? 2 in  Chilgunth, c. 5. 5 2 and 56. 


| ; Harte to Chriſt's own allowed inſtitu- 


the one Lord, as well as to change the one 
faith of the Chriſtian church. In Chriſt's 
kingdom it is an overt-a& of rebellion, it 
is not only contriving and attempting to 
I depoſe Chriſt Jeſus from his ſovereign au- 
E thority ; but as far as this power of un 201 . 


renounce allegiance to him. Is there not 
all reaſon to fear, that they who with- 
draw themſelves from the allegiance due to 
their only ſovereign Lord, do thereby put 
themſelves out of His protection, and cut 
themſelves off from all the privileges and 
| bleflings which belong to faithful ſubjects. 
What then can the external communion 
of any church avail men, when by not 
| bolding the one head, Chriſt Feſus the Lord, 
they have ſeparated. themſelves from the 
internal communion of the church with 
him, through whom all the goodneſs and 

| the grace of God are communicated to it. 
Let then ſchiſm be as grievous a fin as 
words can repreſent, and of as dangerous 

| conſequence as Papiſts teach, when they 


| henfions of it; let it be“ « an offence 
| © ſo grievous, that nothing does ſo much 
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. tions, that is, where falſhood and hypocriſy, 


diese off from the unity of the catholick 


5 Roman church 1s to ſeparate from Chriſt 


W P ˙ . ae a OE EOS 


I 30 1 
4 pernicieus. that no multitude of good 
works, no moral honeſty of life, no cruel 

death, endured even for the profeſſion of 
e ſome article of faith, can excuſe any 

« one who is guilty of that ſin from dam- 

e nation.” Yet all this guilt and danger 
3s only chargeable, where the profeſſion 
and practice of known errors and corrup- 
damnable fins, are impoſed as noceſſary 
terms of Chriſtian communion; not where 
this gives a Juſt and neceſſary cauſe of ſepe. 
ration. 
. greateſt danger” of. al in "Gif, 
church, by not holding the Ly: in departing WW 
from the faith and obedience | of the goſpe|, 
It is very far from certain, that to ſeps- 
rate from the external communion of the 


2 5 Vcar: it is more certain that Chriſt has no 
vicar upon earth, at leaſt, that no vicar of 
_ Chit 1 have thoſe powers, ' which the 
Popes claim and exerciſe : but this is ſtil 
more certain, that to communicate with 
the church of Rome, in her corruptions, 
knowing them to be fo, is to ſeparate ou 
ſelves "Ray Chrift himſelf, the real head of F 
the church, by departing dem the fait E 
and obedience of his goſpel. 
1 Ih in the 


III. Place to 1 * 8 and 


2 fallacy « of thoſe * — which the 
; chu 


"1 37 * 

church of Rome endenvours to vindicate her- 
ſelf from the charge of ſchiſm, and to 
prove the guilt of ſchiſm on the Proteſtant 
Reformation. 
fes Chriſt, they tell us, Has al- 
I * ways a true church upon earth Which 
c true church of Chriſt is one---always 
1 holy in her doctrines and terms of com 
c munion, and always free from perni- 
© « cious errors---that Catholicks, and not 
z « Proteſtants, are this true church of Chriſt, 
For the true church of Chriſt, they ſay, 
© « can be no other than the Catholick, 
© « which alone has always had a viſible 
| < being in the world ever fince Chriſt's 
time; not the Proteſtant, or any other 
1 modern ſect, which only came into the ry 
Þ « world ſince the year 1500; for thoſe 

J &« that came into the world fifteen hundred 


4 i fifteen hundred years too late to be the 
religion or church of Chriſt” Thus 
| they repreſent their cauſe in the Grounds 5 
| of Catholick doctrine, lately publiſh'd for 
the uſe of converts. It may not be amiſs 
Þ here to make one general obſervation, that 
our charge of ſchiſmatical principles on the 
| Roman church, has a plain and eaſy proof 
Jan church itſelf has taken care to confirm 7 
Ir her own ſolemn decrees and anathemas - 
5 * Cds of Catholick Doi, 1 | 


3 e years after Chriſt, came into the world 


founded on evident facts, which the Ro- Gs 


mäaation, are built upon groundleſs ſuppo- 
ſitions, falſe aſſertions, and fallacious inter- 


the world, and conſequently could never 
1 ſtand i in need of a Proteſtant Reformation. 

| For we ſee the Roman church has erred, 
we ſee ſhe continues to err, we ſee ſhe re- 


e 


as 4 32 J 
in the council of Trent; and the Roman 
church ſeems to admit, if we can prove 
ſuch impoſition of error and corruption as 
wie charge the church of Rome with, it 
Will juſtify the charge of ſchiſin; becauſe 
they place their defence in denying 40] er- 
ror and corruption in their doctrine and 
terms of communion. Whereas the vindi- 
cation of the church of Rome, and her 


5 charge of ſchiſm on the Proteſtant Refor- 


pretations of ſeripture, in order to prove, 
what indeed no argument can prove, that 
the Roman church has not . that ! in 

virtue of the promiſes both of the Old and 
Ne Teſtament, ſhe was to continue pure 

and holy in her doctrine and terms of 
communion in all ages, even to the end of 


mains obſtinate and uncharitable in her 
errors; and even her vain pretence, to be 
7 always unerring, cuts off all Hope of her 

1 reformation. ie on 
Now any proof which concludes againſt 
plain notorious fact, muſt be fallacious 
 ſemewbere, though we ſhould not be abl: 
to ſhew preciſely where the fallacy lay: fof 
we are ſure of this, that no argument 
. 3 


3 


[33] 


whatever can prove what is impoſſible to 
be true, as that a fact ſhould be, and yet 


not be at the ſame time. 


However, the church of Rome inſiſts 
upon it, * That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
« who cannot tell us a lie, has promiſed 


« that his church ſhould 'be built upon a 


del; that the gates of bell, that is, the 
© powers of darkneſs, hould never prevail 
© « againſt it: + T hat Chrift, who is the 
= © way, the truth, and the life, has promiſed to 
© «© the paſtors and teachers of his church, 
i be with them always, even ta the end . 
40 the world: 1 That Chriſt has pro- 
E © miſed to the ſame teachers to give them 
= © the ſpirit of truth, that he may abide 
4% 1 them for ever; || and that he Gal! 5 
ww KF, «5 that the church is called by St. 
* Paul, the pillar and ground of truth; * 
1 therefore ſhe cannot uphold pernicious 
errors. From theſe, and ſome other 
paſſages of ſcripture of like found, Papiſts 
© infer, © Tt is manifeſt that the church of 
* Chriſt (meaning their own communion) 
is infallible in all matters relating to 
* fich, ſo that ſhe can neither add, nor 
3 retrench from wo Chriſt. taught,” 5 
! 


* Grounds of Cybolick Doctrine, ib. 


guide them into all truth: 


18 xvi. 18. 
Ro xiv. 16, 17. 
Tim. ili. 15. 


I Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. 
1 John xvi. 13. 


and it is evident there could be no room 


deen often conſidered at large, and their 
true meaning vindicated from the fallacious 


5 | : ; and really miſinterpreted by a pretended ; Its 
1 A N a of ſeripture. Fot or in the 


privilege to that part of the church, which 


22 


13 further aſſerted, with a confidence truly 
amazing; the Proteſtant religion cannot 
< be true, except the whole ſcripture both 
de of the Old and New T eſtament, from 
«« the beginning to the end, be falſe, which 
in fo many places aſſures us, that the 
church of Chriſt ſhould never go aſtray--. 


AN 


« for a Reformation of the church of 
_« Chriſt, except the church was Sone 
0 aſtray. „ 
Theſe ſeveral pal of Krit have 


Interpretations of the Popiſh Doctors: my 
time will only allow ſome general remark; 
upon them, which will, however, fuffici- 
ently ſhew, how much they are mftater 


= 1ſt, Place, it is 80 from manifeſt, tha E 
& theſe ſcriptures, whatever their true mean- WW 
ing may be, give any particular promiſe or 


communicates with the Pope or biſhop of 


Rome. They may full as well mean, WW 
thoſe faithful Chriſtians who in all age * 
withſtood the errors and corruptions d 

Four 4 ; for r the, faithful witneſſes wer WS 4 


2 faſt 


© 7 OY Rowan Catholick's Reaſons why he cannot confer 
20: the Freun . N „ 


. 
= 


LA. | 
a part of the church of Chriſt, a much bete 
ter part of it than the Roman communion : 
They were more likely to have their faith 
and patience ſupported with encourage- 
ments of divine aſſiſtance in times of dan- 
© gerous apoſtacy, and violent oppoſition to 
the cauſe of truth and Chriſtian liberty. It 
zs certain the Papiſts themſelves will not 
E have theſe ſcriptures to mean-every part of 
© the Chriſtian church, or indeed any part 
of it, which is not in communion with 
them: the ſcriptures no where ſhew they : 
intend theſe privileges, whatever they may 
be, for the Roman communion, more than 
bor the Greek. The ſcriptures. no where 
intimate the biſhop of Rome has a greater 
© intereſt in theſe promiſes than the biſhops 
of Conſtantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, or 
= Jeruſalem. Indeed the church of Rome = 
has ſhewn manifeſtly by her corruptions, 
ſhe has as little pretence to ſuch privileges, 
as any known part of the Chriſtian church 
3 throughout the whole world. [hy 


I a We 01 kat obſer, it 1s — fag 4 
manifeſt, that theſe ſcriptures promiſe un- 
worin perfeetio on to any part of the church 
| at all. What promiſe is contained in theſe 
I þ ccriptures, that any church ſhall be infalli- 
1 | ble in all matters relating to faith, fo that 
it can neither add, nor retrench from what 
b (Chriſt has taught? It is fo far from being 
I E Weed: _ manifeſt, 


= which ſeems reſolved theſe promiſes ſhall 


3 T 36 ] 
manifeſt, that this is the true meaning of 
theſe ſcriptures, that plain, conſtant, and 
evident experience manifeſtly ſhews, it is 
not, and cannot be the true meaning of 
them. Indeed the full meaning of chem | 
5 is anſwered i in theſe two e 


N In fach revelation of God's wil, bs | 
| 6 Spirit of truth, as ſhall always dire 
the ds har into the knowledge of all truth 
neceſſary to falvation ; this is always done 
by the holy ſcriptures, the oracles of truth, 
in which every Chriſtian has the ſpirit of 
truth which inſpired the apoſtles, guiding 
them into all truth of the Chriſtian revela- 
tion; except however the Roman church, 


not, in this ſenſe at leaſt, belong to her, 
buy denying the uſe of the . to thoſ e 
3 WhO are in her communion. „ 
Ss © 
i The fulleſt meanin 18 . of ah foip pr 
tures is anſwered, by a continual protection WI at 
df God's providence and gracious aſſiſtance the 
of his holy Spirit, which ſhall preſerve his 8 tur 
church in this world, ſo that the profeſſion I wh 
of the Chriſtian faith ſhall be maintaind con 
in every age; that notwithſtanding all op- i 
poſition of error or wickedneſs, ſome ſhall tf 


be found faithful, ſome ſhall hold and pro 
feſs the chief and eſſential truths of the 


| Chriſtian faith, which ſhall be 9 8 to 
ew 


1371 

ſhew the true way of falvation, as made 
known in the Chriſtian revelation. But 
does this promiſe any ways teach us, that 
they who hold all neceſſary truth cannot 

r £bl fall into any error? Does this prove, 
or in 


for ce, that the church of Rome can 
not poſſibly add ſome of her own inven- 
| tions to the doctrines of God's revelation? 
| that ſhe can never teach for doctrines the 
| commandments of men, as well as the com- 

| mandments of God? or even when ſhe holds 
the truth, that ſhe may not hold it in n- 

E righteouſneſs ? or, in a word, do theſe ſcrip- 
| tures. prove, that the church of Rome can- 
| not poſſibly do what moſt certainly ſhe 


s has dohe?. : 


| Thus all theſe ſcriptures are a ground- 
| les and a falſe foundation for the Popiſh 
| chim of Nauen perfection; for they pro- 
miſe no, particular privilege to the Roman 
church above other churches, nor do they 
| promiſe: unerring pefection to any church 
| at all. Still the Popiſh doors have fur- 
ther pleas in reſerve, to make Yale {crip- 
W tures: mean what they would have them, 
| whatever their true meaning may be, by 
1 * « We are to take the mean- 


ing and interpretation of ſcripture from 
the ſame hand from which we received 
the book itſelf, that is, from the church, 
and not aſſume a liberty to interpret 
V 

| * Grounds of Catholick Doctrine, C. 2. f 1. 
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« judgment. 


Ic and falſe this pretence is ; this has been 
already fully proved to you. I ſhall only 
obſerve one thing, in anſwer to their he. 
rangue, againſt the liberty 

to interpret the ſeriptures N to their 
own private judgment. 


of their own judgment; but they juſtly ly 
claim to ſufficient certainty in the true fei 
and meaning of the holy ſcriptures in al 

things neceſſary. Proteſtants, though A . 
oyyn they are fallible in many things, ai 

ſhould therefore ſhew a modeſty in th 
. opinions becoming ſuch an acknowled: | 


many things, in which they are /#fic:e\ 
certain, that they are not miſtaken. Ti 
* ſufficiently certain that the Rona . 


nounced ſo many errors to be doctrines d 5 


rity of the church. It is only to oc 


poor » 
op Dee 
we 2 
RE bo y 
- ha 5 en — n 


* —— 3 


* 


[3] 


4. ſeripture 8 brd Ing. to our o.] Privat 


'/ 


I ſhall not attempt to Wit Rio ground- 


Proteſtants tak: 


Proteſtants modeſtly own the fallibil 


ment; yet they juſtly aſſert, there ar 


church has erred, that ſhe is no infallibl F 
Judge of controverſies, when ſhe has poli 


faith. This is not 'a pretence to igll. 
* This is not to oppoſe the authmi 
of private judgment to the publick auth 


the certainty of divine revelation, to tn 
known corrupt practices of the Roman col 
munion, in things wherein the pracher 
the church = Rome plainly and evident 

| F267 "Y * 


— LN r 


-” TIT 99 T 
£ oppoſes the laws and orders of the Chriſtian 
© revelation ; this is only to oppoſe the com- 
I 1 of God to the dhctrines f men, 
and the real authority of Chriſt the one 
Lord, to the zſurped authority of his pre- 
. [ended vicar: and every one muſt have au- 85 
ori from God himſelf to do what Gd 
bimſelf requires of him as his duty, zo prove 8 
. thongs, and to hold Je aft for Which | 15 
UH After ll that can be faid on this argu- IF 
Vent, it will remain a ſure and evident 
mo that every man's own judgment, upon 
"honeſt and careful inquiry how he is 
Who walk and pleaſe God, is his conſcience ; 
Arden Which he will always walk ; 
Pefore God with an upright heart, and ſerve 
| ; Pim with godly ſincerity; and fo far muſt 


> 


Iim in falſhood and hypocriſy, and there- 
Pre to do that which certainly is evil in 
1 lis light; for lying lips are always an abo- 8 


Ae aation unto the Lord. 
1 


3M 


3 mn to demand, as the Roman church 
Pes, that Proteſtants ought to recti their 


) of their church ; and rather believe the 
4 purch of Rome « cannot err, becauſe ſhe ſays 


2 75 
meg V. 21. . 


Wo that which is good and right in the 
3 of God: but for a man to act con- 
I it to his conſcience, is not to ſerve God 
Lich an upright heart; it is to walk before 


It is therefore highly 3 and 


| ſenlicnces and /ubmit them to the autho- 


7 


p - i 2 — oat — —— — gan. 
* = > $3 22 0 — 0 ke — EPIDIg : us 


£ 

5 

1 
1 
3.5 70 


„ mn. — — 
- — e — 


. — wa v ⅛ ͤWKHw . IO ran tre et Rs * — ro * : — — - 
. 5 — rn F — = 
4 A yo 2 N 2.45 =o « F 4 - Mr os 
225 . r 6 « "EO „„ i . 
3 . - — W r 
— - by r * 


103 than that ſhe has erred; tho they 6. 
br errors with their own eyes. This is not 


5 W conſcience, but to dſtroy it. It 


fon, honeſty and religion, to facrifice ſin. 
5 eerity and good conſcience, to injuſtice and 
oppreſſive power. In ſuch caſes, to uſe the 
words of a great man, « Confent would he 
s conſpiracy, and open conteſtation is no; 
e faction or ſchiſm, b but due CI ani. 
ce * £18; 


> «© the ine church of Chriſt can be no other 


= « a vi ble 
Chriſt's time; not the Proteſtant or any 
e & gther modern ſect, which only came into 
the world ſince 1 300; for thoſe that came 

« into the world 7 peo years 
s came into the world x 900 
e to be the religion or church of Chriſt. 7 
Hence they would infer, that Proteſtants by 


85 an from the true church of Chriſt, and 
therefore muſt be guilty of ſchiſm. They 
ask with an air of triumph, Where was 
the Proteſtant rehgion before Lacher and 
t Calvin? and too often 1 the 

weak and the injudicious by their confident 
afſſertion, that the Proteſtant religion had no 
: OF: till filteen hundred ”w_ after Chat 


4 


ires men to act againſt all rules of rea: 


Vet ſtill che Ronan 3 ante 15 that 


es than the casbolich, which alone has had 
being in the world, ever fince 


ars after Chriſt 
years too las 


feparating from the church of Rome, ſept 


20 


* Halles Trafts, 1 194 . | 
+ ns: of NG doArine, C be 


[+] 


But 1 hope one plain and eafy obſervatin 
K abate TO confidence, and be ſufficient 
to ſhew the weakneſs and falſhood of this 
Þ :fertion. We are to conſider two things | 
A in the Proteſtant reformation, which ae _—_ 
© very different from each other; JJ 1 
Ine dhctrines which the Proteſtant reforma- 
tion reſtored to their original purity; the 
1 other, the free profe eon of theſe doctrines, 
q and open ſeparation from the communion of T 
- the church of Rome, on account of them. 5 
. If we cünhlet tlie doftrines the Pro. ER. 
b lteſtant reformation reſtored to their original = 
Wpurity, they are the very doctrines taught 
q . Chriſt and his apoſtles. Theſe doctrines 
Wever were in the Bible, where the Popiſh = 
ſcorruptions of them never were. Theſe 
WoQrines are ſo far from coming firſt into 
he world 1 500 years after Chriſt, that they 
Wuſtly claim the higheſt and moſt venerable 
Entiquity, and the Proteſtant doctrine in 
e moſt eſſential points is only returning 
& the pure faith and worſhip of the ap0- 5 
; dlcal church. . 
2. If we conſider the Proteſtant. refor- 
157 as a free profeſſion of theſe doctrines, 
ad an open ſeparation from the commu- + 
bon of the church of Rome, on account 
f them : we muſt indeed confeſs, that the 
hurch of Rome had long prevailed to hin- 
Per a free Profeſfion of the truth againſt her 
— 1 errors 


6b 
1 errors and corruptions, by all the cruel and 
wh oppreſſive methods of perſecution, The 
Wl  righteousand wiſe providence of God, tho'in 
many things to us unſearchable, permitted 
her to make war with the ſaints and to over. 
come them.“ There were indeed many per- 
ſons in every age, and in moſt parts of Europe, 
who all along proteſted againſt the uſurped 
Power, the principal errors and corruptions 
of the Roman church; but they were «; 
witneſſes propheſying in ſackcloth ; + they 
were perſecuted and killed, wherever the 
power of the Roman church could reach 
them. Of this we have clear evidence, in 
the known hiſtories of Claude of Turin, | 
 Berenger, and their diſciples; of the Albiger- 
es and Waldenſes; of Wickleff, Fobn Hiſ, 
Ferome of Prague, their followers and o- 
thers; ſo that all along, to the time of the 
reformation, there has been a cloud of wit- 
 neſſes proteſting againſt the corruptions of 
Popery, and even ſealing their teſtimony 
with their blood. It was not indeed till a- 
bout the year 1500, that God was pleaſed 
to raiſe up men of faithfulneſs and zeal 
and in fuch ſufficient numbers, that they 
| were able to protect themſelves in a free and ian 
open profeſſion of truth againſt the oppretivourc 
power of the Roman church. So that the 
whole of this boaſt, [Where was the Pro: 
teſtant religion before Luther ?] amounts i 

<= + EEE 2X Tony 
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no more than this; ; God permitted the 
church of Rome long to oppoſe and per- 
ſecute truths as antient as the Bible, as the 
faith and practice of the apoſtles; till at 
length the good providence of God bleſſed 
many churches with free liberty to profeſs 
| with ſafety the truths and practice of the 
| moſt antient Chriſtian church. As then we 
| cught to be ſenſible, how much we are in- 
| debted to the goodneſs of God, that the 
| Proteſtant reformation began 6 ſoon asf - 
dd; we ought alſo to charge it as the great 
nd grievous fin of the Roman church, that 
it began 70 ſooner. 
| Hence finally we may obſerve, with what 7 
(groundleſs confidence Papiſts aſſert, their 
communion is the ſafer, in the judgment of 
Proteſtants themſelves ; | becauſe. &« Prote- 
F ſtants, they ſay, own the Roman church 
10 wants nothing neceſſary to falvation ; | 
F whereas the Roman church with unani- 
' mous conſent believes and profeſſes, that 
Froteſtancy unrepented of deſtroys falva- 
tion.“ For it is manifeſt, that Proteſtants 
Blow no ſuch thing, as that the commu- 
lion of Papiſts is a fafer way to falvation, 
lan the communion of the Reformed 
arches. Proteſtants maintain, and prove, 
hat the Roman communion holds many ve- 
dangerous errors and corruptions, toge- 
er with the fundamental ws of the 
„ Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian faith ; that theſe errors wad Cor. 
ruptions are of fo dangerous nature and con. 
ſequence, as greatly to hazard ſalvatia 
-- particular, we have ſeen the church df 


N 8 — _ 
pad EE 2 2 
r 1 L - N 
£ e _* 


off from the communion of the true church 

of Chriſt, by her ſchiſmatical principles 

ſo far are we from allowing there is greatn 
ſafety in the church of Rome, that we ei. 
dently prove there is incomparably more dai 
ger and hazard of being ſaved in the Rona 
communion, than in the communion a 
00: Reformed Churches. ef] 


. of the errors and corruptions of Popery, ai 
therein a further inſtance of our Happine 
in the Proteſtant Reformation. Let u 
conſider what remains our care and duty t 
improve it. With what thankfulneſs n 
gratitude are we to own the goodnels 0 
God, which has beſtowed fo great a ble 
ſing upon us; which has continued it tol 
by ſo many kind and wonderful provide! 
ces; and which, we hope, deſigns to pe 


; proviſion of a Proteſtant ſucceſſion to 0 


fulneſs for this goodneſs of God, by 4 
| hearty and affectionate zeal for the ſecuri 


2462. 


Rome is in very great danger of being cy 


We have now fren: 3 inſtance * 


petuate this blefling to us by the bah 2: 
Britiſh crown: let us ſhew our thankil 
of that government, which, under God | 


the only v1/ible ſecurity of our 1 
Proteſtant nation, 7 


[ 45 ] 

Let us not terrify our ſelves with any 
roundleſs fears of danger in our ſeparation 
1 the Roman communion, in which 
there is ſo plain and evident danger of ſepa- 
rating ourſelves from Chriſt Jeſus the head 
of the church, and of | incurring the guilt. 
of damnable fin; as we cannot profeſs and 
E practiſe her errors and corruptions without 
falſhood and hypocriſy, which are damna- : 
3 ny 
= But let us at * ſame time be valchla! 

3 againft the danger of ſchiſmatical principles, 
and a ſchiſmatical temper in ourſelves. We 
may fully prove the church of Rome to be 
chiſmatical, and yet be unable to vindicate 


ame charge. It is more than poſſible there 
may be angry paſſions, uncharitable tem- 


ſides of a queſtion. When theſe ſhall be 
| truly chargeable on both ſides, neither fide | 
can be excuſed from the imputation of 
ſchiſmatical principles more or leſs. Let us 
| be careful to wipe off from ourſelves, as 


I * reaſon of our own mutual quarrels and 
* contentions.” * We are to contend ear- 
100 for the faith, and fland faſt in the li- 
berty wherewith' Chriſt has made us free : 
Wat | is our OF as Chriſtians: : nor can we 
„ have 
[2 Knox; 1  Chlloguot, 6. 5 $: 38, 


W ourſelves, and our own conduct from the _ 


pers, and unchriſtian animoſities on both _ 


Proteſtants, this imputation, that we can- _ 
not avoid one * note of ſchiſm at leaſt, by 
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have a cauſe more juſt and en d in it- 


ſelf, or of more important concern to our 
own intereſts, than the cauſe of religious 
truth and liberty: but we are alſo to keep 
rhe unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, 
Which is our duty as much as the other. 
Leͤt us religiouſly avoid all groundleſs jea- 
louſy, all uncharitable interpretation, and 
allunchriſtian cenſure of each other's actions: 
let us defend the truth with modeſty, tem- 
per, and charity; and neither the cauſe of 
truth, nor the honour of the Proteſtant Re- 
formation, will ſuffer by the management, 
But if we contend even for the truth, oy 


pride, paſſion, and uncharitableneſs, 


ſhall diſſerve the truth, and Milla -or our 
ſelves: this will make it appear to the ob- 
: ſerving and the wiſe, that we have learned 
_ a skill of being in the wrong, at the fame 
time we have a right cauſe to defend ; and 
that we have found out an art, when we 
are diſputing for religion, to loſe our own 
religion in the diſpute. Shall a fpirit of 
ambition and worldly intereſt firmly unite 
our enemies againſt us, and ſhall not the 
| honour of God, and the ſpirit of Chriſtia- 
nity, as firmly unite us in the cauſe of truth 
and religion, againſt ſo great and dangerous 
corruptions of both? To conclude, 


Let us principally aim, by the grace of 
God, to improve the invaluable blefling of 


tr Reformation, "WF a more Keane and 
powerful 


[47]. 


ples of the true Chriſtian faith and pra- 


world ; and that we may at the laſt at- 


fection and happine. 


dle mind of Chriſt better, from his own 


* Epkeſ. iv, 14. 


powerful influence of the excellent princi- 


© tain the full communion of the glorious _ 
church above, in its heavenly ſtate of per- 


as 


E ice on our hearts and lives, that we may 
© crow in every grace of a true Chriſtian, as 
well as in the true knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; that we may be bet- 
ter prepared for a more perfect ſtate of the 
church, than we can hope to enjoy in this 


Let this doctrine then excite in us a 
more ſerious care to preſerve the hopes and 
W privileges of the true church of God to 
7 ourſelves, to prevent the feights of men, and 
8 cuming craftineſs whereby they lie in wait 
i decerve, * from prevailing over us: let 
the danger of being cut off from the pri- 
| vileges and bleſſings of the church of God, 
Ein ſeparating ourſelves from Chriſt the 
head, by departing from the faith and obe- 
dience of his goſpel, make us tremble alt 
the thoughts of Popery ; which impoſes 
the profeſſion and practice of ſuch errors 
and corruptions as muſt greatly expoſe us 
to the guilt of hypocriſy and damnable fin, 
[to the danger of being cut off from the 
internal communion of the Catholick _ 
church: let it be our conſtant care to know ß, 
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e Ighus, to whom be glory and. on * 


4 „12. In Which tis ſhewn that the Biſhop of 
9 Rune! is the Man of Sin, that the whole Propheſy ir 
© » that Chapter is applicable to him, and his Adherents, 
and to them alone ;. nor can We at this Day deſcribe 


dus and remarkable Propheſy. By the Author of th: 
5 55 Paray raſe and Notes on St. Paul's Epiſtles to Phil 


1454 


= of e : 100 us toeeiye all his 
doctrines UireCtions; rules, and oi ders, with 
e reverence and affection: let us 
conlider them, on the one. Hand, AS the 
las of Chriſts ſpiritual Kingdom, and on 
the other. hand,” as the means of his g grace, 
to bring us to his . let. every thing 
have the authority and obligation of feli 
on with us, Weh Chriſt has made a part 
of his religion + then wil our religion be 
A fair ima: Sol God's perfection, a confor- 
mity tg the docttige 220 ths life of Cui 

in all goodneſs,” righteouſneſs, "and tree 
Ret 3 then we ſhall continue in the gol. 

_ neſs of C God, and finally” attain that eternal 
Flory unto u be bas: called is by Chrif 
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| the Apoſtaſy of the Church 'of Rome nt in a more conciſe 
und lively Manner than the Apoſtle has done in that 


mon, irſt and Second to the Theſſalonians, Firit and 
Second to Timothy and Titus ; in Imitätion of Mr, 
Leit, * Which compre St. Paul's Epiſtles 
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